^ This afternoon Gabriclle wore a white linen dress, a pert yellow
handkerchief tucked into its breast-high pocket. She had no other
ornament; she needed none. Rufus smiled down at her from his
broad height. " You're a picture to-day, young lady," he told her.
" Did I ever tell you how lovely you are? "
She laughed. " You can tell me as often as you like. The words
are music in my ears."
" Women! Women! " exclaimed Jimmy. " You can dish a girl
up blarney twenty-four hours a day, and she'll still take another
helping."
" Eavesdropper," accused Rufus. " I'll bet you peek through key-
holes."
"You'll soon learn that this family has no secrets," Julia rasped.
" Et tu, Brute!" groaned Rufus.
" Huh ! " Jimmy grunted.   " Showing off your French*"
" It's Latin, Jimmy," corrected David, lifting his nose-from a book
on aeroplanes.
"Who asked you? " wondered Jimmy. "Anyhow, what do you
know outside of what makes the wheels go round? "
" David knows plenty," said James kindly, looking at the wide,
thoughtful brow of his gentlest son. " He could teach you tricks,
Jimmy." James smiled disarmingly at his guests. " Don't mind us.
We have no inhibitions."
**"""In the hall Larry practised golf strokes until Julia called to him
sharply to stop and join the others in the living-room.
All the jangled elements settled into place over the dinner-table.
Gabrielle had planned the menu, and Anna Smoll, grateful for
room, board and minimum wages in a depression year, cooked the
dishes with the only grace she had, and served them with stolid
efficiency. Jimmy did his impish best to distract her attention, to
bring a ripple of amusement to her heavisome face as she tramped
in "and out with plates under his mother's critical eye. Mary had
served her family for so many years that instinctively she passed each
plate with Anna. She could never wholly relax in the presence of a
servant.
They toasted one another in the cool tang of Sauterne that Kit had
brought with him.
James said, " I couldn't ask for finer company."
David, Rene, and Larry flourished their glasses of milk with the
rest of them.
Late afternoon found them all lounging in the arbour.   Julia played
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